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Acronyms and Terms 

 
 
ALS  Alternative Learning System  

BBB  Build-Build-Build  

BCC-CO  Basic Christian Community-Community Organizing 

BOL  Bangsamoro Organic Law 

BOP  Balance of Payments 

BPO   Business Process Outsourcing 

BRI  Belt and Road Initiative 

BSP  Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 

CRC  Convention on the Rights of the Child  

CSA  Community Supported Agriculture 

CSO   Civil Society Organizations  

CSR  Corporate Social Responsibility 

CYD  Children and Youth with Disabilities 

DOE  Department of Energy 

ECOSOC Economic and Social Council  

Exim Bank Export–Import Bank 

FDI  Foreign Direct Investments 

FIES  Family Income and Expenditure Survey 

FIT  Feed-In Tariff 

FPIC  Free, Prior and Informed Consent 

GAP  Good Agricultural Practices 

GDP  Gross Domestic Product  

GEO  Green Energy Option 

GMP  Good Manufacturing Practices 

HEIs  Higher Education Institutions 

HLPF  High-Level Political Forum  

IACAT  Inter-Agency Council Against Trafficking 

ICC  Investment Coordination Committee 
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Executive Summary 
 

 
The upcoming 2019 High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) in July in New York with the theme, “Empowering 
people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality,” spurred Social Watch Philippines (SWP) and other 
organizations on to facilitate a process for civil society organizations from different sectors towards 
engaging the Philippine government on the Voluntary National Review (VNR). With around 70 CSO 
participants, a consultation workshop Towards Coherent Policies for Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) in the Philippines: Civil Society Organizations (CSO) Inputs to the Voluntary National Review (VNR) 
was held on February 7 to 8, 2019 in Quezon City, Philippines. 

 
 The ultimate objective of the CSO Consultation Workshop was to provide a participatory and 

inclusive process in crafting a parallel report that will spotlight the issues and themes important to civil 
society, and provide an alternative lens to the official reading of the status of SDGs in the Philippines. 
Specifically, the workshop aimed to gather the rich and diverse perspectives of the CSOs on the current 
status of SDGs in the country with particular focus on the key themes of the 2019 HLPF. 

  
 The workshop provided an opportunity for the organizations to discuss the key trends and 
challenges on the intersecting SDGs 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, 16, and 17, and served as a venue for strengthening 
CSO unity around a common policy agenda on the SDGs. Over the course of one and a half days, the 
participants brought into focus the trends and status analysis on the SDGs, identified the key challenges 
that have the greatest impact on the poor and socially excluded groups, and proposed solutions and policy 
recommendations. Discussions were framed by presentations by the panelists, additional inputs from 
reactors, followed by an open forum in which participants were invited to ask questions and share their 
insights.  
 
 At the same time, the workshop echoed the essence of the message of Mr. Isagani Serrano, 
President of Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement (PRRM) and Convenor of Social Watch Philippines 
during the reading of his Opening Remarks, that is while many good things are happening within society 
as a whole, it is imperative to engage with the government, not only by taking a “whole of government 
approach,” but also a “whole of society approach” to work towards turning “the dream of fairness in a 
fragile world” into reality (See Appendix II).  
 
 During the first day, discussions revolved around “Increasing Concentration of Wealth and 
Economic Power as Obstacles to Sustainable Development and What to Do about it? (SDG 8, SDG 10).” In 
the afternoon of the first day, participants were divided into three groups for the parallel sessions on “Are 
Climate Justice Battles Being Fought and Won? Keeping Score (SDG 13),” “Debt, Trade, Aid, Foreign 
Investment (SDG 17),” and “Social Policies: Education, Health, and Social Protection.” On the second day, 
the focus was on “Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions (SDG 16),” followed by an open forum and the 
summary of the parallel sessions. 
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The workshop brought about what has been dubbed the ‘People’s National Voluntary Review’ 
that takes into account and highlights the perspectives of the indigenous peoples (IP), Moro people, 
persons with disabilities (PWD), children, women, and other socially excluded and marginalized groups. 
Participants were encouraged to rethink the time scales and consider centennial planning with future 
generations in mind, whilst thinking of ways to destroy age-old, recurring problems in order to build, 
recreate, and reimagine a better world for all.  
 

 
 
Some Key Recommendations: 

● Improve the collection and analysis of quality, reliable data disaggregated by age, gender, 
location, race, ethnicity, income, education, disabilities, migratory status, and other factors by 
investing in civil society, community, and national statistical capacities;  

● Promote green agro-industrialization development paradigm and sustainable, climate-resilient 
agricultural practices, and put in place industrial policies with low or reduced carbon footprint. 
This includes putting greater focus on MSMEs and sustainable enterprises; 

● Strengthen universal and transformative social policies by addressing backlogs and issues of 
quality, affordability, and access to education, health, social protection; 

● Substantially increase public investments for education and health, and ensure that these 
finances go to projects that benefit the poor and socially excluded groups; 

● Mobilize resources to finance the country’s development and coordinate policies on debt 
financing, relief, and restructuring to ensure that the debt is long-term and sustainable; 

● Integrate the teaching of the SDGs into the curriculum of public administration schools with the 
aim of changing mindsets, attitudes, and values for the better; 

● Redistribute resources and access to decision-making;  
● Strengthen government capacity to regulate the private sector, and strictly enforce rules, laws, 

and regulations, as well as fairer wages through supporting labor and pushing for redistribution;  
● Support civil society organizations through financing, consultation, collaboration, and the creation 

of broader spaces to amplify their voices and express their advocacies;  
● Create enabling environments for strengthening the agency, participation, and leadership of 

indigenous peoples, persons with disabilities, ethnic minorities, and other marginalized groups; 
and 

● Establish direct partnerships and networks and promote coordination among social movements, 
local communities with LGUs, and the civil society. 
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I. Background on the CSO Consultation Workshop 
 

 
In the beginning of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2016, the United Nations created a 
platform for follow-up and review of the Agenda on Sustainable Development, including the SDGs. This 
platform is called the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) which happens every year, in July, and is 
highlighted by country reports on the status of SDGs implementation. Each year, a number of countries 
make voluntary national reviews (VNRs) which take stock of the actions, achievements and challenges, 
lessons learned, and identified next steps with a view of accelerating the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda.  

 
The Philippine government has once again 

raised its hand to do a VNR on the status of the SDGs 
in the country for 2019 HLPF and has catalyzed a multi-
stakeholder consultation process. Social Watch 
Philippines (SWP), with its long-time policy advocacy 
on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and 
now on the SDGs, is one of the few CSOs that has been 
invited to participate in the consultation process that 
will generate inputs to the crafting of the government 
VNR.  

 
Given the limited participation of civil society 

in the process of coming up with the VNR, SWP 
together with other groups like the Global Call to 
Action against Poverty (GCAP), Save the Children, Philippine Alliance of Human Rights Advocates (PAHRA), 
Institute for Social Entrepreneurship in Asia (ISEA), Plan International, Philippine Social Enterprise 
Network (PhilSen), Tebtebba, Voice of the Free, and Fair Trade Alliance among others, organized a broader 
CSO consultation workshop that provided a venue to gather civil society members in order to do the 
following:  

a. generate inputs on the status of the SDGs in the country; 
b. identify challenges to its implementation; and 
c. propose solutions, including coherent policy recommendations to be forwarded to the 

Philippine government.   

The CSO consultation was concentrated on, but not limited, to the six SDGs that were selected for 
review during the 2019 HLPF, namely:  

● SDG 4 on ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all; 

● SDG 8 on promoting sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and 
productive employment and decent work for all; 

● SDG 10 on reducing inequality within and among countries; 

Social Watch Philippines Convenor Rene Raya talks about the 
Consultation Workshop as a way to highlight the voices of the civil 
society and the marginalized groups.  
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● SDG 13 on taking urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts; 
● SDG 16 on promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, 

provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions 
at all levels; and 

● SDG 17 on strengthening the means of implementation and revitalizing the global 
partnership for sustainable development. 

 
The CSO consultation involved a broad range of organizations that come from the national and 

local networks of SWP, and other groups that have also been involved in monitoring the implementation 
of the erstwhile MDGs, and now the SDGs, and promoting relevant policies for its full realization. The 
outcomes of the CSO consultation will be used as basis for engaging the Philippines government in the 
context of policy advocacy on the SDGs. 
 

II. Workshop Objectives 
 

 
The overall objective of the CSO consultation was to provide a participatory and inclusive process in 
coming up with a parallel report that will spotlight issues and themes important to civil society, and 
provide an alternative lens to the official reading of the status of SDGs in the country. Specifically, it seeks 
to: 

1. Gather CSOs perspectives on the current status of SDGs in the country with focus on key themes 
of the 2019 HLPF; 

2. Highlight key challenges that confront the poor and socially excluded groups, with a view to 
proposing policy recommendations; and 

3. Serve as a venue for strengthening CSO unity around a common policy agenda on the SDGs. 
 

III. Points of Discussion 
 

 
A. Increasing Concentration of Wealth and Economic Power as Obstacles to Sustainable 

Development and What to Do about it? (SDG 8, SDG 10) 
 

SDG 8 aims at promoting sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 
employment and decent work for all, while SDG 10 aims at reducing inequality within and among 
countries. These SDGs are closely interlinked because in order to reduce the burden of intersecting 
inequalities, societies need to create an enabling environment necessary for people to access decent 
work, thereby contributing to economic growth. Hence, addressing inequalities within and among 
countries must be central to the agenda.  
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IV. Open Forum 
 

 
The consultation workshop opened up a space for participants to pose questions, remark on the 
presentations, share their experiences, express their views, and put forward recommendations. This 
section attempts to provide an overview of the discussions during the open forum.  
 

A. Social Entrepreneurship 
 
It was well noted that there was much to be done in restructuring the economy. However, because the 
economy remains market-based and corporate-led, it proves to be quite difficult to begin an overall 
transformation with the aim of achieving sustainable development. One major proposition was social 
entrepreneurship, which signifies a plural economy that is not only a market economy, but an ethical 
market economy. The need for corporations leading the market economy to be advocates of Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) and corporate citizenship has been recognized.  

 
A fair trade organization, or a 

cooperative, is not set up to take advantage of 
markets. They are established to help small 
producers become stakeholders in a fair 
economy. These organizations do not have 
market principles, and are founded instead on 
the principles of reciprocity and 
redistribution. For this reason, fair trade 
organizations must become a significant part 
of the economy. Social entrepreneurship was 
proposed as a serious endeavor for the civil 

society, and many participants were keen on 
the idea.  
  

Recommendations: 
1. Make social entrepreneurship a major strategy to achieve the SDGs and support this as a 

transformational partner of the poor and a multi-stakeholder in the industrial, manufacturing, 
agricultural sectors and all sectors of the economy; 

2. Consider social enterprises as creators and providers of sustainable, quality, and decent jobs; 
3. Develop social enterprises across all segments of the economy. Social enterprises have the 

potential to be the main form for formalizing the informal sector; 
4. Promote the use of the Social Enterprise Balanced Scorecard to assess how transformational an 

enterprise or an entity is; 
5. Offer social enterprises as an alternative in all sectors. Social enterprises can be the partner of the 

government in providing basic economic and social services to the poor; and 

Maria Lisa Dacanay of the Institute for Social Entrepreneurship in Asia 
(ISEA) recommends social entrepreneurship as a major strategy in 
achieving the SDGs.  
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the law. There is also law that curtails the rights of the workers to work. This is a challenge that needs to 
be addressed and included in the agenda. However big or small, the advocacy in the region should 
continue. War should not be against the Filipinos, but a war against inequality and poverty.   

 
H. Disaggregated Data 

 
A recurring recommendation all throughout the workshop was the need for quality and reliable 
disaggregated data that considers age, gender, race, ethnicity, disabilities, education, geographic location, 
migratory status, and other relevant factors. An improved collection, analysis, and dissemination of 
disaggregated data will allow for better-targeted programs, policies, and investments that will understand 
and respond to the needs of those who are furthest behind.  
 

Data disaggregation will help pinpoint the needs of those of the most marginalized and vulnerable 
groups, such as women, children, IP, and PWD, among others. What’s more, it may help identify the 
deficiencies in government performance, improve the delivery of public goods and services, and increase 
transparency. The community’s capacity to gather data with disaggregated format should be built and 
enhanced so it will not be as expensive. Systematic data collection will be formulated by experts and 
taught to the community level.  

 
 

V. The Way Forward: Doable Next Steps Towards the 2019 High-Level 
Political Forum (HLPF) 

 
 
Taking into account the perspectives, lessons, and experiences gained during the consultation workshop, 
it was clear that, in order to keep the momentum around the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs strong, Social 
Watch Philippines (SWP) and other organizations in the country have to reaffirm their commitments in 
working toward the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) that will be held in July 2019 in New York under the 
auspices of Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).  
 

SWP and other organizations present during the consultation workshop recognize the role of 
partnership in amplifying the voices of the civil society and ensuring the inclusion of their insights and 
recommendations in the dialogue. In this regard, the organizations have agreed to craft an alternative 
report that is intended as input towards the 2019 HLPF in which the SDGs 4, 8, 10, 13, 16, and 17 will be 
reviewed in depth. A thematic approach was employed in the writing of SWP’s previous alternative report 
to showcase the interlinkages of the SDGs. It was suggested that the same approach be used for the 
alternative report in which one organization can lead the writing of a section on one SDG as well as the 
organization of smaller consultations to discuss the making of a trigger paper. The following table shows 
the organization/s that will focus on the corresponding SDG and contribute to the CSO report.  
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Appendix I: Program Flow 
 

 
Towards Coherent Policies for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the Philippines: Civil Society 

Organizations (CSO) Inputs to the Voluntary National Review (VNR) 2019 
 

February 7-8, 2019 
Hive Hotel and Convention Place 

 

Day 1, February 7, 2019 

8:00 – 9:00 am Registration 

9:05 – 9:15 am Ecumenical Prayer and National Anthem 

9:15 – 9:20 am Opening Remarks ISAGANI R. SERRANO 
President, Philippine Rural Reconstruction 
Movement 
Convenor, Social Watch Philippines 

9:20 - 9:45 am Introduction and Program 
Flow 

RENE R. RAYA 
Convenor, Social Watch Philippines 
 
LUZ R. ANIGAN 
Social Watch Philippines 

9:45 – 11:00 am Session 1 - Increasing 
concentration of wealth and 
economic power as obstacles 
to sustainable development 
and what to do about it? (SDG 
8,  part of SDG 10) 

MA. VICTORIA R. RAQUIZA 
Convenor, Social Watch Philippines 

  
RENE OFRENEO 
President, Freedom from Debt Coalition 

  
PABLITO VILLEGAS 
Convenor, One Organic Movement 
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MAGNOLIA ESCOBEDO, CRC Coalition 
JOLLY LAIS 

11:35 – 12:00 Reporting on Parallel Sessions 

12:00 – 1:00 Wrap-up and closing 

1:00 – 2:00 Lunch 

 
 

Appendix II: Opening Remarks by Isagani R. Serrano 
 

 
SDG in three years of DU30 

 
ISAGANI R. SERRANO 

President, Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement 
Convenor, Social Watch Philippines 

 
With a huge mandate to back it up, the government of President Duterte (PRRD or DU30) set off on a 
long-term goal of ending poverty by 2040, not 2030, and building a fairer, prosperous, stable and peaceful 
society through inclusive economic growth that minds environmental limits. 
  

Three years down the road, DU30 appears on track with its 7-8 percent annual economic growth 
target because of its massive ‘build, build, build” infrastructure program accounting for 5.4 percent of 
GDP in 2017. This has been the biggest net regional transfer across all post-Marcos regimes and augurs 
well for regional development and reducing inequality at least by geography, if not by class.  This is 
especially true for Mindanao and the areas covered by the Bangsa Moro Organic Law.   
  

The negative impact of this massive infrastructure program, specifically conversion to other land 
uses of already diminishing farmlands, is still to be determined. But one emerging impact has been the 
movement of the rural poor from agriculture to the construction industry and the disruption of 
agricultural value chain development initiatives of small producers that have been neglected by the state 
for a long time. All told, spending in agriculture, where most of the poorest derive their livelihood is 
disappointing for a country wishing to achieve green industrialization. One could also foresee that the 
fossil-intensive infrastructure and power programs and projects could reverse modest gains achieved in 
environmental protection and rehabilitation. 
  

Spending on the social sector was 8.5 percent of GDP. Top priority is yet to be given to light 
infrastructures, like rural roads, water and sanitation, and home electricity, which impact more directly 
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on the lives of the poor and excluded. There is no firm indication as yet whether and how the promised 
poverty reduction from 21.6 percent to 14 percent by 2022 will be achieved on a year to year basis. 
Remittances from overseas Filipinos—a record-setting $28.1 billion in 2017, a 4.3 percent increase from 
$26.9 billion in 2016---keep the economy going mainly by financing family consumption and, potentially, 
the growth of the local economy. 
  

The regime that started off on a high note of social consensus is now being threatened by creeping 
polarization. This is due in part to an abrasive yet popular style of leadership that’s unforgiving to 
opposition and bearing streaks of Marcosian authoritarianism. Underlying such polarization is the 
continuing high inequality that allows a tiny group of 16 billionaire-families and their political allies across 
the political spectrum, which accounts for less than 1 percent of the population--so much power and 
wealth at the expense of so many. 
  

No less than a consensus around a national development strategy founded on inclusive, green 
agro-industrialization at the regional level with strong local institutions committed to provide basic 
economic and social services to the poorest will leave no one behind.     
  

Social Watch has made its statement on how the Philippines could finally end poverty and achieve 
sustainable development through its Spotlight Report three years ago.  We wanted to change 
everything—from a proposed vision of prosperity without growth, to changing the strategy and indicators.  
We know it’s not easy. 
  

What we want to see in our assessments and proposals in this CSO consultation is how much of 
our recommendations have been addressed and how much incremental improvements have been 
achieved.   Many good things are happening within society as a whole.  But  we really need to engage 
government more, not only to make a “whole government approach,” but a “whole of society approach” 
to work towards bringing us closer to our dream of fairness in a fragile world. 

 

Appendix III: List of Workshop Participants 
 

Social Watch Philippines 
Alce Quitalig 
Christian Payumo 
Dhel Pulanco 
Eli San Fernando 
Erlinda Caponse 
Janet Carandang 
Jessica Cantos 
Lea Maño 
Lottie Salarda 
Luz Anigan 

Marivic Raquiza 
Rene Raya 
Ressie Benoza 
Rose Ann Batuigas 
Rosheic Sims 
 
AKKABOPZ 
Evangeline Rodriguez 
 
Aksyon Klima 
Frances JC Dela Cruz 
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